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Arms Trade

Approximate value of Canadian EO/IR sensor exports to Türkiye (2017-2025)
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Monthly value of exports of Harmonized System code 9013.80, “Optical Devices, Appliances and Instruments, Others”
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Canada resumes L3Harris Wescam 
EO/IR sensor exports to Türkiye.

Türkiye invades Syria. 
Canada suspends arms 
exports.

L3Harris Wescam EO/IR sensors 
identified on Bayraktar UAVs during 
invasion of Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Canada freezes new arms exports 
to Türkiye in response.

Canada resumes L3Harris Wescam 
EO/IR sensor exports to Türkiye.

Canada dissolves 
arms embargo against 
Türkiye following 
political pressure.

ye. In Canada’s case, this suspension lasted only 
until April 2020.

Airstrike footage analyzed by Ploughshares 
confirmed that Wescam sensors were mounted on 
Bayraktar TB2 UAVs that were deployed during 
the Syrian invasion. Further analysis indicated 
that, in 2018, the Turkish Air Force employed the 
same sensors in extraterritorial targeted killings 
against members of  the Kurdistan Workers’ Par-
ty (PKK) in northern Iraq.

Similar evidence was found on downed UAVs 
in Libya; analysis of  images showed that Türki-
ye had supplied Bayraktar TB2 UAVs, equipped 
with Wescam CMX-15D sensors, to armed groups 
operating in Libya that had been deployed in that 

country’s second civil war (beginning in 2014), in 
direct violation of  a UN arms embargo and Cana-
dian export controls.

Imposing a ban
Killer Optics established that, between 2017 and 
early 2020, Canada exported sensors worth as 
much as $301 million to Türkiye. It also indicated 
that Türkiye was diverting some of  these arms 
to conflicts and conflict parties across the Middle 
East and North Africa, violating end-use assur-
ances provided by Türkiye to Canadian authori-
ties.

Just days after these findings were published, 


